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Introduction 

�  What fires are currently burning? 

�  What is the PM2.5 forecast for the next day? 

�  Where can I get historical data on fire activity? 

�  Criteria 
�  Publicly available 
�  Canadian & US information 
�  Access to data and/or analysis tools 
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CWFIS 
Canadian Wildland Fire Information System 

Natural Resources Canada (NRCAN) 
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CWFIS 

�  Daily maps 
�  Fire weather & fire 

behavior (year-round) 
�  Hot spot maps (during 

forest fire season) 

�  Datamart 
�  National Fire Database 

(polygon & point data) 
�  Hot spots & ground reports 

(daily download) 

�  cwfis.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca 
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BlueSky Canada (BSC) 
Partnership between the Canadian Safety & Security Program (CSSP), 
 multiple provincial agencies, and the University of British Columbia 
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BlueSky Canada (BSC) 

�  SmartFire2 – fire GIS database 

�  Twice-daily smoke forecasts 
(BlueSky framework) 
�  Animated maps & Google Earth files 
�  Forecast data for download 

�  Playground – prescribed burn 
smoke modeling tool 

�  www.bcairquality.ca/bluesky 
(smoke forecasts) 

�  bluesky.eos.ubc.ca (project site) 

�  firesmoke.ca (future portal) 
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AirFire 
AirFire Research Team  

U.S. Forest Service (USFS) 
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AirFire 

�  Air Resource Advisors 

�  Smoke forecasts (BlueSky 
framework) 
�  Point & regional 
�  Trajectories 

�  Air quality tools 

�  Playground – smoke 
simulations 

�  airfire.org (team site, smoke 
forecasts) 

�  firesmoke.us (tools portal) 
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Hazard Mapping System (HMS) 
U.S. National Oceanic and 

 Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
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Hazard Mapping System (HMS) 

�  Analysis 
�  Interactive GIS tool 
�  Maps & Google Earth files 

�  Satellite imagery 
�  GOES & active fires 

(NOAA) 
�  MODIS (NASA) 

�  Links to more sites & tools 

�  www.ospo.noaa.gov/
Products/land/hms.html 
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Recap 

Organization aka URL 

Canadian Wildland Fire 
Information System 

CWFIS cwfis.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca 

BlueSky Canada BSC www.bcairquality.ca/bluesky 
bluesky.eos.ubc.ca 
firesmoke.ca 

USFS AirFire Team AirFire airfire.org 
firesmoke.us  

NOAA Hazard Mapping 
System 

HMS www.ospo.noaa.gov/Products/
land/hms.html 
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Contact 

Roland Schigas 
BlueSky Canada development & operations 

UBC Weather Forecast Research Team 
+1 604-822-4760     rschigas@eos.ubc.ca 
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